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CP	 Child Protection
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PO	 Permanence Order
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	 authority to adopt
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Acknowledgements
This map would not have been possible 
without the generous assistance of:
•	 Alistair Stobie & team, Aberdeenshire Legal 

Services
•	 Children’s Hearings Scotland
•	 Professor Keith Norrie, University of 

Strathclyde Law School
•	 Dr Claire McDiarmid, University of 

Strathclyde Law School
•	 The Scottish Children’s Reporter’s 

Administration

Child’s 
Plan

No action / 
not enough 

evidence
Discharge 

case

Area key

Child protection system

The children’s reporter decision making

The children’s hearings system

Legal permanence away from home

Permanence decision making

All young people over 16 have the 
right to request aftercare support 

to the age of 26, and if looked after 
away from home, the entitlement 
to continuing care in their existing 

placement to the age of 21.


